Forgotten Wrecks

One hundred years after the end
of the First World War a major
project to research, record and
raise the profile of the war effort
at sea has come to fruition

with the support of UK marine

aggregates companies.

Photograph of the SS Camberwell

of WW1

Left: A diver explores one of the Camberwell's boilers. Above: The bow of the Camberwell emerges
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Photo: Mike Pitts/ Maritime Archaeology Trust

The SS Camberwell

Above: Framing of the vessel visible in the mid ships area behind the boilers

THE wreck of the SS Camberwell lies

five miles off the east coast of the Isle of
Wight, within marine aggregate licence
area 340. The site was surveyed as part

of the assessment and monitoring

work associated with the regulation

and management of marine aggregate
operations. Geophysical survey data was
provided for study by Volker Dredging Ltd
and Cemex UK Marine Ltd.

Built in Sunderland in 1903, the Camberwell
was a ‘steam screw’ vessel with a crew of

65. It was sunk on a journey from London to
India, carrying a diverse range of cargo — from
asbestos, billiard table accessories and cement,
to wine, x-ray apparatus and zinc sheets.

The ship hit a mine at 7.15am on the 18 May
1917 and, after a massive explosion, took a
very heavy list to starboard and began to sink
quickly.

The Camberwell now lies at a depth of 31
metres on a seabed of sand and shingle, the
mast extending to within 21m of the sea
surface. The vessel is well broken up but the
bow and stern are intact and the 4.7 inch
gun is still in situ on the stern. The ship’s
remains, including the cargo, are relatively
well preserved.

Contains public sector information, licensed
under the Open Government Licence v3.0, from
the Maritime and Coastguard Agency
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